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This book by David Webster is a count-
er-blast against the culturally accepted
norm that spirituality is a vital and impor-
tant factor in human life. Rejecting the
idea of human wellbeing as predicated
on the spiritual, the book seeks to iden-
tify the toxic impact of spiritual discours-
es on our lives. Spirituality makes us
confused, apolitical and miserable,
whether that spirituality is from conven-

tional religious roots, from a new-age buffet of beliefs, or from some re-imagined
ancient system of belief. Looking beyond this dismissal, the book looks towards
atheistic existentialism, Theravada Buddhism and political engagement as a
means to imagine what a post-spiritual world view could look like.

Should be placed gently but firmly in the hands of any budding convert who
thinks that the vacuous claims of a new spirituality are any better than the lies,

evasions and hypocrisies of orthodox religion
Professor Christopher Norris, Distinguished Research Professor in

Philosophy, Cardiff University

Dr David Webster is Principal Lecturer in Religion, Philosophy and Ethics at the
University of Gloucestershire. His main work is in Buddhist thought, and its rela-
tionship to Western Philosophy. Dave blogs at http://dispirited.org
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Aesthetics & Alienation
Gary Tedman

This book questions the role of the aesthetic state appara-
tuses. It offers a complete and original theory of aesthetics
based on Marx and Althusser in the modernist Marxist tra-
dition (Brecht, Althusser, Benjamin, Adorno). The main
concepts that arise from this work are: the aesthetic level
of practice, aesthetic state apparatuses, aesthetic interpel-
lation, and pseudo dialectics, all of which are used to
understand the role of aesthetic experience and its place in
everyday life. 
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Zero-Books offer critical and engaged theoretical reflection for today's
thinkers; they are intellectual without being academic, popular without being pop-
ulist.Circle-Books explore Christian spirituality and its relationship to commu-
nity, social activism, and practices. We now bring out 200 titles a year. You may
enjoy other titles on related subjects at www.zero-books.net and www.circle-
books.net . All our titles are available to browse or to order at highstreet and
online bookshops throughout the English-speaking world.
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Christian Atheist
Canon Brian Mountford

This book defines a Christian Atheist to be someone who
does not believe in God but misses him: and the transcen-
dent beauty of his music, language, ethics, and
community. Inspired by discussions with Philip Pullman and
others.  Blackwells BESTSELLER June 2011. Subject of
the sermon in Westminster Abbey in August 2011.  

In this fascinating and thoughtful book, Brian Mountford
explores the borderland where Christians and atheists
gaze at each other with expressions ranging from the hos-
tile and scornful to the friendly and sympathetic.
Philip Pullman, author His Dark Materials 
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